
Guses

HOW OFTEN DO GASES APPEAR ON THE EXAil'I?
ln the multiple-choice section, this topic appears in about 5 out of 75 questions. In the free-response
section, this topic appears almost every year.

STANDARD TETIIPERATURE AND PRESSURE (STP)
You should be familiar with standard temperature and pressure (STP), which comes up fairly often
in problems involving gases.

At STP: Pressure = 1 aknosphere =760 millimeters of mercury (mmHg)

Temperature = OoC =273K
At STP, 1 mole of gas occupies 22.4l1ters
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KINETIC I'IOIE(UIAR TlIEORY
Most of the gas problems you will see on the test will assume that gases behave in what is called an
ideal manner. For ideal gases, the following assumptions can be made:

o The kinetic energy of an ideal gas is directly proportional to its absolute temperature:
The greater the temperature, the greater the average kinetic energy of the gas molecules.

The Average Kinetic Energy of a Single Gas Molecule 
]

KE = Lma'
2

,?, = mass of the molecule (kg)

a = speed of the molecule (meters/sec)

KE is measured in joules

If several different gases are present in a sample at a given temperature, all the
gases will have the same average kinetic energy. That is, the average kinetic energy
of a gas depends only on the absolute temperature, not on the identity of the gas.

The volume of an ideal gas particle is insignificant when compared with the volume
in which the gas is contained.

There are no forces of attraction between the gas molecules in an ideal gas.

Gas molecules are in constant motion, colliding with one another and with the walls
of their container.

a

a

IHE IDEAI GAS EOUATION
You can use the ideal gas equation to calculate any of the four variables relating to the gas, provided
that you already know the other three.

The Ideal Gas Equation

PV = nRT

P = the pressure of the gas (atm)

V= the volume of the gas (L)

n = the number of moles of gas

T = the absolute temperature of the gas (K)

R = the gas constant,0.0821 L-atm/mol-K

The Total Kinetic Energy of a Gas Sample

T = absolute temperature (K)

n = number of moles (mol)
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You can also manipulate the ideal gas equation to figure out how changes in each of ie variables

affect the other variables.

PrV, 
=PrVi

Tr T2

P = the pressure of the gas (atm)

V= the volume of the gas (L)

T = the absolute tempsrature of ttre gas (K)

You should be comfortable with the following simple relationships:

. If the volume is constant As pressure increases, temperature increases; as tempera:
fure increases, pressure increases.

r If the temperafure is constant As pressure increases, volume decreases; as volume
increases, presflme decreases. Thafs Boyle's law.

. If the pressure is cohstant As temperafure increases, volume increases; as volume
increases, temperature increases. That's Charles's law.

DAITO]{'S LAW
Dalton's law states that the total pressure of a mixture of gases is just the sum of all the partid
pressures of the individual gases in the mixture.

Pr, = P" +Pb+{+...

You should also note that the partial pres$ue of a gas is directly proportional to the number of
moles of that gas present in the mixture. So if 25 percent of the gas in a mixture is helium, then the
partial pressure due to helium will be 25 percent of the total pressure.

P. = (P""r)ffJ

v mohs of gas A
' btalmohsofgas
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GRAHAM'S tAW
Part of the first assumption of kinetic molecular theory was that all gases at the same temperature
have the same average kinetic energy. Knowing this, we can find the average speed of a gas molecule
at a given temperature.

Ekr FEr
l-:ms 1tn \tut

ltms= average speed of a gas molecule (meters/sec)
T = absolute temperature (K)

,r,, = mass of the gas molecule (kg)

M = molecular weight of the gas (kglmol)
k = Boltzmann's constant, 1.38 x 10ts joule/K
R = the gas constant,8.3l joules/mol-K

By the way, you may have noticed that Boltzmann's constant, k, and the gas constant, R, differ only
by a factor of Avogadro's number, N^, the number of molecules in a mole. That is, R = k\.

Knowing that the average kinetic energy of a gas molecule is dependent only on the temperature,
we can compare the average speeds (and the rates of effusion) of two different gases in a sample. The
equation used to do this is called Graham's law.

You should note that Graham's law states that at a given temperature, lighter molecules move faster

than heavier molecules.

VAN DER WAATS EOUAIION
At low temperature and/or high pressure, gases behave in a less-than-ideal manner. That's because

the assumptions made in kinetic molecular theory become invalid under conditions where gas mol-
ecules are packed too tightly together.

Two things happen when gas molecules are packed too tightly.

o The aolume of the gas molecules becomes signiJicant.

The ideal gas equation does not take the volume of gas molecules into account, so

the actual volume of a gas under nonideal conditions will be larger than the volume
predicted by the ideal gas equation.

Graham's Law

r = rate of effusion of a gas or average speed of the
molecules of a gas

M = molecular weight

86 I CRACKING THE AP (HTMISTRY TXAM



. Gas molecules attract one another and stick together.

The ideal gas equation assumes that gas molecules never stick together. When a
gas is packed tightly together, van der Waals forces (dipoledipole attractions and
London dispersion forces)become significant, causing some gas molecules to stick
together. \{hen gas molecules stick together, there are fewer particles bouncing
around and creating pressure, so the real pressure in a nonideal situation will be
smaller than the pressure predicted by the ideal gas equation.

The van der Waals equation adjusts the ideal gas equation to take nonideal conditions into account.

Va4 der l{aals Equation

P

V
n

T

R

a

e+t*ltv. nbl=nRT' v2"
the pressure of the gas (atm)

the volume of the gas (L)

the number of moles of gas (mol)
the absolute temperature of the gas (K)

the gas constant, 0.0821 L-atm/mol-K
a constant, different for each gas, that takes into
account the athactive forces between molecules
a constant, different for each gas, that takes into
account the volume of each molecule

b-
l

-.-_l

DENSITY
You may be asked about the density of a gas. The density of a gas is measured in the same way as

the density of a liquid or solid: in mass per unit volume.

Density of a Gas

density
mass of gas, usually in grams

volume occupied by a gas, usually in liters
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CHAPTER 6 OUESTIONS

Muruprr-Ctorcr Qursnots

Ouestions 1-5

(A) H2
(B) He
(c) 02
(D) N2
(E) Co,

1. This is the most plentiful gas in the earth's
atmosphere.

A 1 mole sample of this gas occupying 1 liter
will have the greatest density.

At a given temperature, this gas will have
the greatest rate of effusion.

The molecules of this nonpolar gas contain
polar bonds.

The molecules of this gas contain triple
bonds.

7.

The temperature of a sample of an ideal
gas confined in a 2.0 L container was raised
from27"C to77"C.If the initial pressure of
the gas was 1,200 mmHg, what was the final
pressure of the gas?

(A) 300 mmHg
(B) 500 mmHg
(C) 1,400 mmHg
(D) 2,400 mmHg
(E) 3,600 mmHg

A sealed container containing 8.0 grams of
oxygen gas and 7.0 of nitrogen gas is kept at
a constant temperature and pressure. Which
of the following is true?

(A) The volume occupied by oxygen is
greater than the volume occupied by
nitrogen.

(B) The volume occupied by oxygen is
equal to the volume occupied by
nitrogen.

(C) The volume occupied by nitrogen is
greater than the volume occupied by
oxygen.

(D) The density of nitrogen is greater than
the density of oxygen.

(E) The average molecular speeds of the
two gases are the same.

A gas sample contains 0.1 mole of oxygen
and 0.4 moles of nitrogen. If the sample is at
standard temperature and pressure, what is
the partial pressure due to nitrogen?

0.1 atm
0.2 atm
0.5 atm
0.8 atm
1.0 atm

4.

(A)
(B)
(c)
(D)
(E)
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13.9. A mixture of gases contains 1.5 moles of
oxygen, 3.0 moles of nitrogen, and 0.5 moles

of water vapor. If the total pressure is 700

mmHg, what is the partial pressure of the

nitrogen gas?

(A) 70 mmHg
(B) 210 mmHg
(C) 280 mmHg
(D) 350 mmHg
(E) 420 mmHg

A mixture of helium and neon gases has

a total pressure of 1.2 atm. If the mixture
contains twice as many moles of helium as

neon, what is the partial Pressure due to
neon?

(A) 0.2 atm
(B) 0.3 atm
(C) 0.4 atm
(D) 0.8 atm
(E) 0.9 atm

Nitrogen gas was collected over water at
25'C. If the vapor Pressure of water at

25'C is 23 mmHg, and the total pressure in
the container is measured at787 mmHg,
what is the partial Pressure of the nitrogen
gas?

(A) 23 mmHg
(B) 46 mmHg
(C) 551mmHg
(D) 735 mmHg
(E) 758 mmHg

When 4.0 moles of oxygen are confined in
a24-liter vessel at 176"C, the pressure is

6.0 atm. If the oxygen is allowed to expand
isothermally until it occupies 36 liters, what
will be the new pressure?

(A) 2atm
(B) 3 atm
(C) 4 atm
(D) 8 atm
(E) 9 atm

A gas sample is confined in a S-liter
cor',tuin"r. \ trhich of the following will
occur if the temperature of the container is

increased?

I. The kinetic energy of the gas will
increase.

II. The pressure of the gas will
increase.

III. The density of the gas will
increase.

(A) I only
(B) Ii only
(C) I and II only
(D) I and III only
(E) I,II, and III

A22.0 gram sample of an unknown gas

occupies 11.2 liters at standard temperature
and pressure. Which of the following could
be the identity of the gas?

(A) Co,
(B) so,
(c) 02
(D) N2
(E) He

A gaseous mixture at a constant temperature
contains O2,CO2, and He. Which of the

following lists the three gases in order of
increasing average molecular speeds?

(A) O, CO, He
(B) O,He,CO,
(C) He, CO,, o,
(D) He, O, CO,
(E) CO, Or, He

Which of the following conditions would
be most likely to cause the ideal gas laws to

fail?

I. High pressure
II. High temperature
III. Large volume

(A) I only
(B) II only
(C) I and II only
(D) I and III only
(E) II and III only

10.

14

1L.

i5.

12.

t6.
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20.17. Which of the following expressions is equal
to the density of helium gas at standard
temperature and pressure?

1._
(A) ,2L4 g/ L

2.-(B) zzEst 
L

1(c) i s/L
4._(D) 

2L4 8/ L

t-
(E) is/L
An ideal gas is contained in a 5.0 liter
chamber at a temperature of 37oC. If the gas
exerts a pressnre of 2.0 atrn on the walls of the
chamber, which of the following expressions
is equal to the number of moles of the gas?
The gas corutant, R, is 0.08 (L-atrn)/(mol-K).

(2.0)(s.o)
(A) (oosffi *or"'

(2.0)(0.08)(B) 
(s.0y371 ^or"t

(2.0)(0.08)
(c) Effi*ot"'

' (z.o)(sro)
(D) (o.osffi *ote'

(2.0)(s.o)
(E) Gffiffi*or"'

\A/hich of the following gases would be
expected to have a rate of effusion that is
one-third as large as that of Hr?

In an experime"t flk) and Or(g) were
completely reacted, above the boiling point
of water, according to the following equation
in a sealed container of constant volume and
temperature:

2H,@) + o,k) -r 2Hp(g)

If the initial pressure in the container before
the reaction is denoted as P,, which of
the following expressions gives the final
pressure, assuming ideal gas behavior?

(A) Pi
(B) 2P,
(c) (3/2)Pt
(D) (2/3)Pt
(E) (1./2)Pt

Nitrogen gas was collected over water at a
temperature of 40oC, and the pressure of the
sample was measured at796 mmHg. If the
vapor pressure of water at 40oC is 55 mmHg,
what is the partial pressure of the nitrogen
gas?

(A) 55 mmHg
(B) 741. mm}{g
(C) 756 mmHg
(D) 796 mmHg
(E) 851mmHg

Aballoon occupies a volume of 1.0 liter when
it contains 0.16 grams of helium at 37"C and
L atm pressure. If helium is added to the
balloon until it contains 0.80 grams while
pressure and temperature are kept constant,
what will be the new volume of the balloon?

(A) 0.50liters
(B) 1.0liters
(C) 2.0liters
(D) 4.0liters
(E) 5.0liters

18.

21.

22.

19.

(A)
(B)

(c)
(D)
(E)

o2
N2

He
Hp
CO,
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25.23. An ideal gas fills a balloon at a temperature.
of 27"C and 1 atm pressure. By what factor
will the volume of the balloon change if
the gas in the balloon is heated to 127"C at
constant pressure?

27(A) 
122

.)(B) a
4(c) 5
)(D) i

(E) 727

27

A gas sample with a mass of 10 grams
occupies 6.0 liters and exerts a pressure of
2.0 atm at a temperature of 26oC. Which of
the following expressions is equal to the
molecular mass of the gas? The gas constant,
R, is 0.08 (L-atm)/(mol-K).

(A) (1oxojo8x-2ee) g/mor
(2.0x6.0)

(2ee)(0.08)
(B) ffis/mot

Which of the following assumptions is (are)

valid based on kinetic molecular theory?

I. Gas molecules have negligible
volume.

II. Gas molecules exert no attractive
forces on one another.

III. The temperature of a gas is
directly proportional to its kinetic
enerEy.

(A) I only
(B) III only
(C) I and III only
(D) II and III only
(E) I,II, and III

(2.ox6.ox2ee)(c) ffig/mor
(10)(2.0)(6.0)

lrrr@osf s/mol

(2.0)(6.0)

GOE r(ord s/mor

(D)

(E)
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Pnorums

1.

Pressure
(atm)

100 200 300 400

Temperature (K)

The graph above shows the changes in pressure with changing temperature of gas samples of
helium and argon confined in a closed 2-liter vessel.

(a) What is the total pressure of the two gases in the container at a temperature of 200 K?

(b) How many moles of helium are contained in the vessel?

(c) How many molecules of helium are contained in the vessel?

(d) \Alhat is the ratio of the average speeds of the helium atoms to the average speeds.of the
argon atoms?

(e) If the volume of the container were reduced to L liter at a constant temperature of 300 K,
what would be the new pressure of the helium gas?

2 KCIO.(s) -+ 2 KCI(s) + S Or(g)

The reaction above took place, and 1.45 liters of oxygen gas were collected over water at a
temperature of 29"C and a pressure of 755 millimeters of mercury. The vapor pressure of water at

29"C is 30.0 millimeters of mercury.

(a) What is the partial pressure of the oxygen gas collected?

(b) How many moles of oxygen gas were collected?

(c) 14/hat would be the dry volume of the oxygen gas at a pressure of 760 millimeters of mercury
and a temperaixe of 273K?

(d) What was the mass of the KCIO. consumed in the reaction?
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3. Equal molar quantities of two gases, O, and HrO, are con{ined in a closed vessel at constant

temperature.

(a) Which gas, if any, has the greater partial pressure?

(b) Which gas, if any, has the greater density?

(c) Which gas, if any, has the greater concentration?

(d) Which gas, rf any, has the greater average kinetic energy?

(e) which gas,if any,will show the greater deviation from ideal behavior?

(0 Which gas, if any, has the greater average molecular speed?

4. SF6,HrO, and CO, are all greenhouse gases because they absorb infrared radiation in the

atmosphere. As such they are of interest to many researchers'

(a) of the three gases, which deviates the most from ideal gas behavior?

(b) If all three ideal gases are held at constant temperature, which gas would have the highest

average molecular speed?

(c) A container was with equal amounts HrO and CO, and the Pressure was measured. Assum-

ing ideal behavior, if SFu was then added such that the final Pressure was four-times that

before its addition, the final number of moles of SF. is how many times that of HrO?

(d) If a container held equal molar amounts of all three greenhouse gases, but was then com-

pressed decreasing the volume within, which of the gases has the highest, final partial pres-

sure assuming ideal behavior?

(e) Gas molecules exert pressure through collisions with the walls of the containers they are in.

If a container is fitted with equal amounts of each of the greenhouse gases, which gas under-

goes the fewest collisions with the wall of the container per unit time?
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1.D

2.8

5.D

6.C

CHAPIER 6 ANSWERS AND EXPTANATIONS

Muulprr-Ctorcr Qursuots

3.A

4.8

Nitrogen gas makes up about 78 percent of the gas in the earth's atmosphere.

Density is a measure of grams per liter. CO, has the greatest molecular mass (44), so 1 mole of
CO, will have the most mass in 1 liter and, therefore, the greatest density.

According to Graham's 
]aW the lighter the gas, the greater the rate of effusion. H, is the lightest

gas (MW = 2), so it will have the greatest rate of effusion.

CO, is the only gas listed that has bonds between atoms of differing electronegativity. The
carbonrcxygen bonds in CO2 are polar, although the linear geometry of the molecule makes the
molecule nonpolar overall.

\ is the only gas listed whose atoms are held together in a triple bond.

Remember to convert Celsius to Kelvin ('C + 273 = K).

27"C = 300 K and 77'C = 350K.

From the relationship 
+= +we 

get

(t,zoo mmrE) _ p,

(soo r) - (sso r)
So P, = 1,400 mmHg

7. B 8.0 grams of oxygen and 7.0 grams of nitrogen both equal 0.25 moles. Avogadro's law states
equal volumes contain equal moles. This makes (A) and (C) wrong.

(D) This is reversed: the density of oxygen gas would be greater than the density of nitrogen.

(E) From Graham's law, if the kinetic energies of the two gases are the same, then the molecules
of the less massive gas must be moving faster, on average.

8. D If the gases are at STP, then the total pressure must be 1.0 atmosphere.

t ! otthe gas in the sample is nitrogen, then from Dalton's tu*, ! of the pressure must be due
5 " t o - ,5-----r----------'

to the nitrogen.

So the partial pressure due to nitrogen i, | 1i.O atm) - 0.8 atm.
J

9. E From Dalton's law, the partial pressure of a gas depends on the number of moles of the gas that
are present.

The total number of moles of gas present is

1.5 + 3.0 + 0.5 = 5.0 total moles

If there are 3 moles of nitrogen, then 9 of the pressure must be due to nitrogen.

1 
111zoo mmHg) = 420 mmHg 5

5
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1.0. C From Dalton's law, the partial pressure of a gas depends on the number of moles of the gas that

are present. If the mixture has twice as many moles of helium as neon, then the mixture must be

] .,uo.,. So ] of the pressure must be due to neon.
33

1

(i)(1.2 atm) - 0.4 atm'

11. E From Dalton's law, the partial pressures of nitrogen and water vapor must add up to the total
pressure in the container. The partial pressure of water vapor in a closed container will be equal
to the vapor pressure of water, so the partial pressure of nitrogen is

781 mmHg - 23 mmHg = 758 mmHg

12. C From the gas laws, we know that with constant temperature

P,V,= P,V,

Solving for P, we get

P- = PtV, _ (6.0 atm)(24 L) 
= 4.0 atm"- v, - ---l5AD

13. C From kinetic molecular theory, we know that kinetic energy is directly proportional to

temperature (think of the expression: KE = ltf;, ,o (I) is true.
Z

From the gas laws, we know that at constant volume, an increase in temperature will bring about

an increase in pressure (think of ! = ?l,so (II) is true.' r, T2'
The density of a gas is equal to mass per unit volume, which is not changed by changing
temperature, so (III) is not true.

14. A Use the relationship

liters
Moles = nAU^"\

Moles of unkn ( 1'L'2L
)wngas = ,Z4U^rl =0.500moles

MW = 
grams

mole

MW of unknown gas = =?=o' . = 44.0 grams/mole" 0.500 mole

That's the molecular weight of COr.

15. E According to Graham's law, at a given temperature, heavier molecules will have lower average
speeds and lighter molecules will have higher speeds.

Helium is the lightest of the three molecules (MW = 4), oxygen is next (MW = 32), and carbon
dioxide is the heaviest (MW = 44).

15. A The ideal gas laws fail under conditions where gas molecules are packed too tightly together.
This can happen as a result of high pressure (I), low temperature (not listed as a choice), or
small volume (not listed as a choice).
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17. D Density is measured in grams per liter. One mole of helium gas has a mass of 4 grams and

occupies a volume of ?2.4liters at STP, so the density of helium gas at STP is
t-- e./L.

22.4 "
18. E From the ideal gas equation, we know that PV = nRT.

Remember to convert 37oC to 310 K.

Then we just rearrange the equation to solve for r.

n = PV _ (2.0X5.0) 
molesRr (0.08x310)

19. D Remember Graham's law, which relates the average speeds of different gases (and thus their
rates of effusion) to their molecular weights.

ot M\AL
A={MW,
To get a velocity and rate of effusion that is one-third as large as Hr's, we need a molecule with
a molecular weight that is nine times as large. The molecular weight of H, is 2, sowe need a
molecule with a molecular weight of 18. That's HrO.

20. D As long as the gases act ideally, the total pressure in the container will only be a function of
the number of gas moles present so long as volume and temperafure are held constant. The
relationship between moles and pressure before and after the reaction, from the ideal gas
equation (PV = nR\, will be P,/n,= P,/n,where n,, P, n,are the initial moles, the final pressure,
and the final moles respectively. We cin iearrange this equation to P,= P,(n,/n,), and since there
are 2 moles of gas in the products for every 3 moles in the reactants, *e can say that Pf = (2/3)P .

21. B From Dalton's law, the partial pressures of nitrogen and water vapor must add up to the total
pressure in the container. The partial pressure of water vapor in a closed container will be equal
to its vapor pressure, so the partial pressure of nitrogen is

796mmHg- 55 mmHg = 741 mmHg

22. E According to the ideal gas laws, at constant temperature and pressure, the volume of a gas is
directly proportional to the number of moles.

We increased the number of grams by a factor of 5 ([0.i6][5] = [0.80]). That's the sarne as increasing
the number of moles by a factor of 5. So we must have increased the volume by a factor of 5.

Therefore, (5)(1 L) = S f.

23. C From the ideal gas laws, for a gas sample at constant pressure

v, =v,T1 Tz

Solving for Vrwe getVr= Vr!,
l1

So V, is multiplied by a factor of p'T1

Remember to convert Celsius to Kelvin, 
127"9 + T? = 1,99I = 1' 27"C + 273 300K 3
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