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Chemistry Vocabulary
◼ Two atoms of the same element can have differing numbers of 

neutrons.  These are called isotopes

◼ Different atomic masses

Remember!!

Periodic table lists the 
Average mass number

Chemistry Vocabulary
◼ Isotopes written 2 different ways

1. Chlorine – 35

◼ means it has mass of 35

◼ How many neutrons does it have?

◼ From periodic table atomic number = 17 protons

◼ # neutrons = 35 (mass #) – 17 (atomic #)

◼ # neutrons = 18 

2.

35

17
Cl
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EXAMPLE:

How many protons, neutrons and electrons are found in an 

atom of

133
55 Cs

Atomic number = protons and electrons

There are 55 protons and 55 electrons

Mass number = sum of protons and neutrons

133 – 55 = 78

There are 78 neutrons

Elements are arranged:

Vertically into Groups

Horizontally Into Periods


